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Orders   had   supported   him   unconditionally,   would   be
reserved all the benefits that he could bestow in Palestine.
So long as the throne of Jerusalem was held by a German
Emperor with such intentions, the Templars were in danger
of being overshadowed. Theirs had been the leading Order,
but that leadership might be threatened by the new adminis-
tration. Not only had Frederick promised to cherish the
Teutonic Knights, but these Knights were principally
recruited in the Empire and would naturally be favoured by
the imperial officers. The Templars were determined to
avoid the risk of losing their supremacy in the East. They
could not fight Frederick, but they hoped to remove him
by treachery. A letter was despatched to El Kamel,
informing him that the Emperor proposed to visit the place
in the Jordan Valley where Christ was believed to have been
baptised, and suggesting that it would be an opportunity to
assassinate Frederick. The Templars thought that the Sultan
would welcome the chance to seize or kill the man to whom
he had ceded so much, but El Kamel was not deeply
interested in Jerusalem and he had a real admiration for his
rival. He sent the Templars' letter to the Emperor.
Frederick denounced the Order. He claimed that its
fortresses should be given into his hands, and, when this
demand was refused, led his. army against Castle Pilgrim.
Frederick had to leave the Holy Land before he could
avenge himself on his betrayers, but one of his first actions
on reaching Apulia was to command all the lands of the
Temple to be seized and the brethren to be evicted from
the province.
Frederick remained in Palestine only for six weeks after
his coronation. He had apparently thought that, having
been excommunicated for failing to fight for the recovery
of Jerusalem, the Church would lift the ban as soon as he
won the Holy City 5 but the Pope could not forgive him.
Far from lifting the ban, the Church took another step